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words. I visited him near his end, when he had not
strength to hear or speak much; the last words which I
heard from him were, besides some expressions of dear-
ness, that he did freely submit to the will of God, being
without fear; he had often triumphed over the king of
terrours in others, and given many repulses in the defence
of patients; but, when his own turn came, he submitted
with a meek, rational, and religious courage.

" He might have made good the old saying of * dat
Galenus opes/ had he lived in a place that could have
afforded it. But his indulgence and liberality to his chil-
dren, especially in their travels, two of his sons in divers
countries, and two of his daughters in France, spent him
more than a little. He was liberal in his house entertain-
ments and in his charity: he left a comfortable, but no
great estate, both to his lady and children, gained by his
own industry.

" Such was his sagacity and knowledge of all history,
ancient and modern, and his observations thereupon so
singular, that, it hath been said, by them that knew him
best, that, if his profession, and place of abode, would have
suited his ability, he would have made an extraordinary
man for the privy council, not much inferiour to the famous
Padre Paulo, the late oracle of the Venetian state.

" Though he were no prophet, nor son of a prophet, yet
in that faculty which comes nearest it, he excelled, i. e.
the stochastick, wherein he was seldom mistaken, as to
future events, as well publick as private; but not apt to
discover any presages or superstition."

It is observable, that he, who, in his earlier years, had
read all the books against religion, was, in the latter part
of his life, averse from controversies. To play with im-
portant truths, to disturb the repose of established tenets,
to subtilize objections, and elude proof, is too often the
sport of youthful vanity, of which maturer experience
commonly repents. There is a time when every man is
weary of raising difficulties only to task himself with the
solution, and desires to enjoy truth without the labour or
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